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Press Release 

glasstec 2026: start-ups in 

exchange with glass-industry 

decision-makers  

Apply now for the START-UP ZONE or the BMWE YOUNG 

INNOVATORS joint stand 

Innovations emerge where fresh ideas meet strong networks. And 

exactly this space has been created by glasstec with two clearly 

differentiated participation formats for start-ups: through the BMWE 

YOUNG INNOVATORS joint stand and the  

START-UP ZONE the world-leading trade fair of the glass industry held 

in Düsseldorf from 20 to 23 October 2026 will grant young companies 

access to a high-calibre international trade audience. With over 1,250 

exhibitors from 50 countries and around 32,000 trade visitors from 121 

nations glasstec 2024 already provided the setting for exposure, 

exchange and growth.  

The BMWE YOUNG INNOVATORS joint stand is a grant scheme 

offered by the Federal German Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy 

(BMWE) to support young, innovative companies headquartered in 

Germany that want to participate in leading international trade fairs. The 

grant includes up to 60% co-funding of stand rental and stand 

construction fees for the joint stand.  

The START-UP ZONE is an exhibition area specifically devised by 

glasstec for up-and-coming national and international enterprises with 

innovative products, technologies and business models. Participating 

companies benefit from a package of services that not only includes the 

exhibition space for showcasing the exhibits but also additional services 

such as the media flat-rate for garnering more attention and leads.  

In addition, firms participating in either of these formats are given the 

opportunity to present their solutions as part of a talk on the stage of the 
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glasstec conference. Beyond this, they will be involved in glasstec’s 

communication and marketing activities early on.   

Both formats target young companies that seek direct exchange with 

industry experts as well as representatives from business, research and 

political spheres. The international attendance of glasstec and the high 

percentage of decision-makers among visitors create the ideal 

prerequisites for this – all the way to building sustainable business 

relations. Start-ups seeking to pitch their innovations internationally and 

to take their business to the next level, are invited to apply for one of the 

limited spots in the START-UP ZONE or the BMWE YOUNG 

INNOVATORS joint stand now. Deadline for applications is 15 June 

2026. 

For a detailed overview of all services and application forms for both 

programmes – START-UP ZONE and BMWE YOUNG INNOVATORS 

joint stand – visit:  

 

Start-up Zone 

BMWE grant scheme 

 

glasstec 2026 will be held in Düsseldorf from 20 to 23 October 2026 at 

Düsseldorf Exhibition Centre. 

  

https://www.glasstec-online.com/en/Exhibitors/Trade_Fair_Participation/Start-Up_Zone
https://www.glasstec-online.com/en/Exhibitors/Trade_Fair_Participation/BMWE_Grant_Scheme
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For more information and reservations contact: 

Christina Iu 

E-Mail: iuc@messe-duesseldorf.de 

Tel.: +49 (0) 211/4560 – 564 

 

About glasstec 

glasstec is the world-leading trade fair for glass production, finishing and 

products. Every two years it covers the complete value chain of the glass 

industry – glass machinery production to glass production to glazier 

trades. From 20 to 23 October 2026, it will bring together international 

decision-makers, market leaders and experts from the entire glass 

industry at Düsseldorf Exhibition Centre.  

Focused on an international audience, the side events link science with 

practice and pick up on central industry topics. In focus here will be 

amongst others the Hot Topics: Circular Economy, AI & Digital 

Technologies and Decarbonisation. These topics of the future will be 

discussed at conferences, forums and expert events where leading 

research, science and industry representatives will introduce their 

solutions. 

 

Messe Düsseldorf GmbH 

Press contacts glasstec 2026 

Angela Meier-Buntenbroich 

Tel.: +49(0)211-4560-597, E-Mail: MeierA@messe-duesseldorf.de 

Janine Menzel 

Tel.: +49(0)211-4560-7660, E-Mail: MenzelJ@messe-duesseldorf.de 

Theresa Oswald 

Tel.: +49(0)211-4560-153, E-Mail: OswaldT@messe-duesseldorf.de 

 

Read more at: glasstec.de 

Upon publication we would appreciate a specimen copy. 
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